DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
So Prince Paul and Milan Stoyadinovitch pursue &n unpopular
policy, hoping against hope to keep the country intact against
dangers from without and within until the young King comes of
age, until some unlooked-for event occurs to change the European
line-up to Yugoslavia's advantage.
But the future is full of menace* The Groats arc well organized
and solid behind Matchek. They see frontiers changing all round
them, they see Slovaks and Ruthenians gaining * home-rule5 at the
command of Germany- The murder at Marseilles showed what
results can spring from such a centre of disaffection, if a foreign
power chooses to lend a hand. At the moment, no foreign power
does this, for reasons of greater international policy, but the
situation might change at any moment* The Groats have been
setting up their own 'National Assembly* at Zagreb, threatening
to refuse payment of taxes, threatening that no Croat would obey
a mobilization order.
After Munich, Milan Stoyadinovitch held a snap election, his
message to the electors being 'Look at Bcnesh — and look at me.
Look at Czechoslovakia — and look at Yugoslavia*,
The Government obtained its majority — the electoral law
strongly favours the government — but the election showed a very
strong body of opposition in the country, in spite of the triumphant
vindication that Munich gave to the policy which tine Government
has pursued.
There you have young King Peter's kingdom, a going concern,
that foresaw bad times, cut its overheads, reduced its stocks,
improved its sales, and can show a good balance sheet. Difficult
times still lie ahead of it, but times less difficult, perhaps, than those
that await some of the rest of us.
In three years King Peter will be ready to ascend Ms throne*
He is a rather shy and delicate-looking lad, who has been kept
closely cloistered, has had less opportunity of seeing the outer
world than cousin Michael in Rumania. He was at school in
England when his father was murdered; now his English tutor,
Mr. Parratt, schools him and has a villa near the Royal Palace.
His father, Alexander, grew up in a rough school King Peter has
140

